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Indians on Tejen Raneh.

California, ’
Withdrawal of land, Heno, MNevada, Aug. 18, 1914,
The Commlssionsr of Indlan Affairs,

Yashingten. D.C. ' w

Siri- In compliance with above iInstruction of Way 21, 1914 I
have visited the land in questlon snd have made quite careful
inquiry intc the conditions and prespectfully submlt re ort as
Tollows. “

The Tejen Ranch is lecated South Fast of Bakersefleld, Calif,

the rench house and headquarters being sowe 30 miles from Bakerse-

field. The ranch at present embraces over B00,0C0 acres mostly
old Mexioan grahte, the Tejon grant, proper,comprising near 100,000
scres. The ranch includes a large valley half Eu%rpundad,hy the
Tahachapl Hountains as well a8 eonsiderable hill 1and all ﬁa&d for
sltock range exceplt & small area cultivated for frott and garden .

There 1is iimitua water for lrrigation but small streane and
springs (or stock water. In addition to the old Mamican gpants
the company owns a large quantity ef land ﬁdjaaant to the grants
bought from the railroad eor aoquired from the publie donain,

1 have mads some inquiry into the history of this ranoh and the
lndtan use of that locality as a home which prebably should be given,
briefly,in this connection,

T have had acoess teé eld reporte of the Commissioner of Indian

Affalre where 1 find rafsrernce to these Indlens from the tipe the
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Land-—AlIL 8. 44459=14. Tejon Ranch, 2.
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In the repert of 1851 amd 52 I rind a report §r G'?;Baﬁbour, who
geena to have been a member of a Somnisslisn to California Indiand
reporting a vimiL to these lpdians anﬁ‘deanniﬁing the location in
& way to identify itmaa this same local ity. He speaks of Lhe number
‘and,or miking o treaty with Lhem end mentiens—bthen as remiunte-of
various oldfg tPibes.

In the rupwrt of 1854 the report of ¥,F.Beale, &uyarin&andﬂnt,
estimten tha number of Tndiane there se 700, spesaks of them as
being industrious and making good progress in faruing. He reports

2000 acres of grain raised by comzunity labor ., He speaks of & visit
of the Commissloner of Indian Affalirs, smd espsclally urges the
~importance of rﬁtain%ngwbhab~piaaﬁwaa~&«h§m&“far~tha Indlans as
being wall adapted for thelr reservation, He apeaks of the interest
he hos taksn Iin teaching them to farm and support themselves, and
‘of work being done toward thelpr ohristainization. He mentions
a visit of a chlef from tﬁ& Horth who Is well pleased with the out-
look there and mllegés that he will retur: with his tribe to the
number of some 5000 Indiens.

In the report of 1856, dated from "Sebastian Militery “eservation”
referring to the same place the anbitlon of the Indians to learn is
mentionsed and the importance ef keeping faith with the lndians te
evercoms the suspiclon they have ef all goverament supsrvission
resulting from mistreatment by the Mexican government, HReference
iz made ha‘@ treaty guaranteelng title te the land , Recommends

purchase of eows aund mares as caleulated to make them selfsupporting,
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estimates the number of Indians as 603 and speaks of their raisiﬁg
whaeat , barl&y,ccrn,fruit starden, patatnaa eto on some 100@ acras
‘of cultivated land.

"‘wmlm the raport or'%ﬁﬁ?; J.R.Vinyara, ﬁgan§‘ reports 700 acres
seedad In grain by somrunity labor but e very dry season prevents
a crop. !ls speaks of trses and grapes at the Agency and mentions
1000 Indians as reslident there. He 5§§mkﬁ°af the proximity of the
Fort, the grog shops, the ourse of 1iquor ameng the Indlans and
the desirabllity ef .having the Indians lsolated tosvold the mixture
and assoclation with the resédents of Callfornia at that tine,

v He-mpeaks-of the-unsebbled: title to the -lands and mentions the “@ﬁﬁ
arection of certain agency buildings of adobe bricks made by the
Indians.,  An additional report for the same year by the Euparlnw
tendsnt speaks eof thipoor cropﬁ and the necessity of sending tne
Indlans to the lountalns for foed,

In the renort of 1856E the agent reports short crops which may

: su-gort the Indians by economy. He speaks of creps, stock and pbumtf§"-

" and mentiong the effect of liquor on the Indians. Re estirates the

popdlation at 600, He-mentions Tormer age t Beals plan for individ-

G wrds | oty At S
nal farms and self sunrort, unw*”“‘w&&'

In 1859 J.ﬁwVLnyarﬁ s hgent, rapurtﬂ?bnut 600 Indians on ‘the reservs
and-reconmends indiwiﬂu&l«allntmantaugé-the lard so thal each indian
fomily way have a perscnal Inlerest in hés products and assurance
that he wiil have the benefit eof what he produces mss teading more
to his advancement than the cesmunity work. He speaks of 'the
first reserve having contalned 60,000 seres, of its beling reduced

by Congrees to 10,000 acres and later incrsased to 25,000 acres.
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He saye that it 1s not surveyed bul urges the importance of esrly
survay and aj&uiiwn‘cfviutruﬁ@ra + Be-spenks- of the unsettied
+1t156 ombarraseing tha Agent ae-he dees net-know-the exktent of his
authority, HﬂWﬁw@&RW"ﬁt”hu?tﬁg“ﬁﬁﬁ?ﬂwﬁﬁéﬁwtﬁﬁ'lhﬁd was claimed
by soms one unﬂa?’iﬁﬁwxiﬁnn ‘gpant and that the OUnited qtatuswﬂaurt
ah&&whaid*nga&natwthﬂ”ﬂﬁﬁ%?ﬁmﬁﬁtx
e PFirts-is-the first refersnce found bo-any-adverse.olain to-the
3and used by the Indtana. V -
' In the report for 1861 Jno P?H;ﬁ&utwmrﬁﬁ, Supt, Southern Calif.
mantions Te jon as partiuularily'adapﬁadfrﬂv an lIndian raaarvniion
being suréﬁumdgﬂ on three sides by the Mountains and on the olher
glde by 8 b@rv@ﬂ tract of great area and as bsing pood farm land
" and stoesk range. He refers to the land being elaimed aawtha
private prcoperty of a man in Los Angeles, .
| In 1862 the sam mgent reports 1370 Indlans living on tho
reservation or in thae locality. Ha savs they ars willing to work i
if aasured of the frults of their labor., Hs mentions their having
horses, cattle and farms but that they are lacking In faith in
the promises and pldans of t&a gawarnﬁaut and recom-ends a deffinate
survey and title, He saye bhe land is claimed under & Mexlcan
@rant and speaks of ths trespase of stqﬂk. He veconnands a sehool
for manual tralning, He Buﬁmitﬁ a map showing the location of the
iIndians, farms ele and urges Lhe removal of settlers.
in 1863 the same agent reports again urging the survey and
setiloment of title believimg that the Litle of the Indians is belisr

than the elaim then baing made under an old grant. '“‘e speaks again
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of ths partieular nﬁapﬁab&li&y of the place for Indians.
jﬁ&wﬁﬁbﬁéﬁﬁmearreapanﬁﬂnBHN“nnuﬂtﬁgffﬁﬁ“Iﬁﬁﬂ”EﬁwﬁIﬁIwﬂﬁ*umﬁur
-U:5; Patent by ®,F.Besle, fdrser agent,; who demands fvent frem
Athe joveranent and urges the removal oft-certain hostile Indians
who seem Lo have come there frvd elesewhereo-and who are-charged
with preying o5 the stock,: Hesle propeses-to rent the Government
éﬁﬁ@ﬁﬁf&%@ﬂﬂm&$~$&w@0w$ﬂ?»&ﬂ%ﬁmpﬁwwyﬁﬂﬁhﬂﬁfbvﬁha,vﬂﬁﬂr%wdﬂﬂﬁ~nﬁh‘§hﬁﬁ
w%uﬁhér*au@hvawnﬁraa%wwaaw@vav1ﬂmm;f ( The forest Qarwiaa Eeryidd/
is now renting similar land for 10f per aara} Thbks leage Bepanms
tc have bean sugpested as a Lenporary plmn untlth&ﬁﬁlndiann should
be moved from the lawnd.

Thio ds the 108t reference to thege Indlang that I Found in

~the 01d Commlissioner's reporte though 1 might have overlooked

~scmething as thase reports are mot indexed and 1 dig not have access
toa ﬂu&piataﬁfiia.

~he old settlers ufltha locality sayf that the place had never
been inown as a Srant ard that they had always understood that
E.P.Heale had fwnaxvaa his title dipectly from the United States
but the records showthis to be an error. 1 found the record
as statod in thé Letter from the General land Office copy enclosed
with Office lelter of WJuly 20, 1914 "band-Allts. 28385, 75281-14
H¥ c% w loh need mot be rey! wed here,

It appears that E.F.Beale was Burveyor Cemeral of Calliferniad

and had charge of the survey af {éia particular land which he

olaims to own Immediately after ﬂﬂ the patent was issued to the
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Lapd- Alits, 44459-14, Tejon Indians. 6,

Kexican grantees though the county records-show -1t as having -been
desdad teo him wbout 1865, "

These Indfans had lived at the same place for many years, one of
tha old men say froa the tlme the sun came up the first time,

3; They-have seome. 0ld letters showing sorespondence with the Maxican
g&thartﬁiﬁa«&n Seuthern ©altfornis aboul 1840-41n reference to protec-
ﬁimm from Lravelers xho stole their atook ato. which show that the . f?
aqﬁh@ritiam recognized them as wsll bﬁhavad, industrious Indians m‘“j;
d&aﬁpving of the protection Lhey asked. ’

j They have ﬁwnt!nuéd to live on the ranch up Lo the presont time

"h;t the number has deminished by death and removal to other places
umtil at gmaaant thafa?ﬁgaut alxty Indiens making thelr home thers.
| They rnvmarly llvmﬁ further down the valiay below the ranch house

P
‘vhere thereasom= springe and some pgood land but gome 35 years age

| they were moved to there prasent location by Hr, Peale,  They have

j a few peren 1n aultlv&tlnn raiaing some fruit and garden aggr@g&tiug

ﬁarh&ps 12 or 15 aurea of which nhgymake exce:lent use, They have

. been allowed to use the water from a pmall ereek there for irrigation

" J
i’ on condition that they let 1t run through the day for the stock,

The ranch remalned the property of E.F.Peale and later of his
son Truxten fesle untll  recently when 1t was bought by a syndicate

componed of some thirty Los Anpéles men. It was alleged, as has
!'beon reported,that thess new ownerse notified the Indiens . that they

would have to wacate the raneh bub I wae not able Lo senflirm that

 report ameng the Indiens but 1 did not @se the leading man as he

was away and those at home had no information . dxcept that they had
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44459-14 Land- Allts, Tejon Ramch., 7.

heard ﬁﬁnh report . i could not find that tkore nnd besn any for-
mal notlce, nor do 1 believe such nctice was glven, formelly or
ﬁy authority of the ownors, 1f at all.

During ﬁha vany yesrs that Kr, Beale owned the ranch he ceeus
tc have treated ths Indlens very well glving ther work in praxqvanﬁa

ta others and in mauy ways contributing to thelr support an& ﬁ'“

rﬁvtanﬁ the same rollcy seeme Lo In ve been continued by his %an, b
Trﬂxtuaﬂeala,to a great extent and ne rent seems Lo have baan
collected wuntil about fiftzen years agc sinee xhich time s rental
of $£1.CC per year for each houss, or family hae bes: colleoted
ohiafly as a recogniggtion of the title of the ranch to the land
occupled and used by them. It ls alleged that they formerly had
considerable stoek ﬁﬁz;h privelege has beon denied them for many
yﬁara. Nglghboring seitlers aiiage that Mr Boale got thelir stoeck
wigﬁmut due compensation and that Lhe terwma ander #hich they moved
»Qofthmir present location ﬁ@?ﬂ‘ﬁﬂ?@# complied with by the Owner
of the ranch but tais 1s rumor and 1L le doubtful if they have
ary deffinato informatlon on the subject.

| As to the charps that the Inclans are in a very destitute
candltiﬁn 1 made inquiry among the nelghbors who have lived by
thar for many yeers and vho ere prejudiced against the Ranch
mﬁnagﬁ, of the teacher of the school at the Indian settlement,
and of the marchani where they trade wery gpenorally and all apres !
that such report 1s not well founded, They say that tte iIndlans
have work almost any tize they went to work and that with what they
raiee on the land cultivated they live very well and have monsy

for mll their requirecents. Xy limited observation tends te¢  bear
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Land- Allts, 44459-14, Tejon Ranch. 8,

oul this report. If there 1s any real want 1t is doubtless owing
to indolonce,extravipance or dliecslpatlion sxcept azong th? old and
dependent and I am told that they care well for the few who are eld.
I called on ¥r, lLopez,who is local manager of the raneh and

has been connectaed with It for many years.,and asked him as to thﬂkr;w
present attituds teward the Indiane and as to the alleged notlce -

to vacate ., Hé asgures wa that the locel management of tha property
is very largely in hls hands and 1f such notlice had been plivan by -
any one it would doublless hve bean by him or with his knowledge

i
L
1

e
.

but that ne such notice had besn glven. BHe says that a few mmntha“w
| 8go one or two of the Indlans showed 2 disposition to ignore the
righta of the Ranch and de¢line to pay the rental mentioned above
and otherzise lgnore the regulations toucshing thelr residence on
the land., He aﬂmitﬁ thgb he told these particular Indians that
they musl recognize ins property of ihs company and atharflaa con-
duat themselves properly or they would be reqiired to wove off
ﬂ&msuyamthaLmLh%}aaaa1darwthﬁ”Indiannfan“&Rﬂﬂhmingthatmthay
qwnawaaamﬁnimnhmlahnrﬁrawwha,uaawbawhadwvanvaniﬁﬁtlﬁ“%ﬁﬁﬂ@var~$h§y
.are wantod and sven Af it 13 bot n ' Tew days -they are content as
.&hmywanawv&gh$wa%whamﬂ~far-whiﬁh“rﬂasnn*tﬁﬁy“ﬁfﬁrermthQM”to~1nbarsra
brought f%um a distinée , and there are not many to be found when
wnated nearer than Bakerafield, 30 piles away. They elso appreciate
the opporiunity te employ the women for various domestlc work on
the ramch and it would be difficult to get other help fcr such work
if the Indlans waéw notl there, GHe says that the general order is
to enmpley Indians in preference to outsids labor whenever they can :

1

g?ba had and that some of themare working on the ranch most of the time
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and ocould be emnloyed more &f the tine of they chose to work more
rerularily. He says they nave abjaatad to having other Indiane
coming in and makiﬂg thelr home there and to mexicans or whites
heng around the Inéian homes brieging liquor there and causing t
disturbanas, They object to thelr having stoek ruaning auﬁ on |
the rangs but permit such as they can keap mithin thelr own fenges,

He assures ma that so far as he knows they can continue to léva
there indeffinately having the came privelege they have had ifﬁ
they recognize the ownership of the company ard cooperate to Keep
the setilement orderly and =ober,

In Los sngelen 1 called on severszl of tho owners ard In each
cass was referred to »r, Lopez, whom,they said would be the man
to handle such matter amnd each assured me that they had never
heard of such an order and nll seemsd Lo regard Lhe Indlans veary
ruch 28 had boen stated by dp, Topez . )

1 asked them if they wau;ﬁ*wall us & small tract of land where
the Indians live or zive us son= sori of Faserent that would &@ﬁura‘m
the use of that land to the Indlzns at iaast for a lone term of
years., They were not able to glve me an snswer to that without
a meeting of thedr board and that meeting conld not be held just
then as “r. Harry Chandler who 1s mogi active in the management

of the business wag oub of Lhe City far=aevmral days.

1 am pulting that question up to them by letter, as 1 told
thenn 1T .would do, for their consideration though I do not think
there 18 much prospect of securing such title.

i
uf
i

4
¥
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Landi Allts, 44469-14. Tejon Ranch, 10,

The waasnt land in the two townshipe ﬂndyﬁw¢~fbactiﬁnal tornships
ment loned %n thie aurr&spandanéﬁ is wery mourtainous and unfit | for
8 howme furatha Incians Al the land Ln‘tnaﬁ@‘tmwnshipﬂ where Lhere
‘g any water has boen tayen up and ecme of Lt~hnﬁ been farced for
fifty or slxty years. Tho vacanbt land ie ip smsll tracts of 40,
80, 120 or 160 acres In a place aﬂd‘varg"t@w such trects contaln
as much 88 160 acres and all thet 1s wacart ie on the high dry
mountains and much of such land has been bought from tha raiiruad

or otherwice aequiree for srazing purposss and to controll the range

ttatl has poxe vallwg in Lhe valleys,
1 <id not exeampine land ir other townships as It could nol be ™
. done intellligently w»ithout much tims and pernaps some surveys and

as thare seens ne ifmmedizis necessity I thought best not to Incur

the expense 2t this Lice, bul I have oo dauht the condition weuld

be fournd about tho pave,

48, long as this ranch is used, ac it ie naw, 25 £ cattle ranch

e

I think there is 11L4le probabllity of the Iadizna boing distwrbed
but should the valley land be subdivided and sold off iﬁ snell tracts
for frult the ownetrs would doublless wanl the land and Litile water
that 1s now used by the Indlans as ths location wéuld be well
sulted for such use and would ba one of the wost voluable small
portions of Lhs property. IL Beems to bhe the peneral opi=bdén that
the pdansd of the company contemplate such disposition of the nroper-
ty at soxme future time but possibly nel for some years

X% .1 eould nwtnrind,&Lu books to which 1 had access, any record of

any trea&i‘nr executive erder, or Act of Congrens touching & reser-

“wation at that place as mentlioned &n the reports referred above and
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&8 thie title wae Investigated by the Som-tmsion on land titlen
in Calrtforils nnder the-spucial-lew geverning such titles and-the
question seows to huve beemdecided Lo Tavor of-the-grantses by

‘tha“ﬂh&tud~ﬂtttaa“Gnnbtwbheruwmuab~hav&wbaanwnvthiﬂ5~érfigial‘bﬁt B

vsarhaps a tentative recomwendation which was never confipzed offi-

mwiﬁiiy;*" m *
Unless scwe ground can be found fg¥ to support the claiwm of

the Indians Lo righhs to the lard ocoupied it peexs that 1t will

be. naaasa&ry for us te buy the land, If 1t cen be bought, cr tﬂ

try to buy land of some one elge In that same locality. Thers %pﬁ) |

arc & few old farme within a few mlles up the sare ereek which mirht .

be bought but I have not thoupght advisable toc negotiate for thom
until every prosnect of securing phﬂir prgﬁuﬁt home was exhau&tad.r
1 aw enclosing & copy of my 1§Ltur to the Company and will
subrit further report when reply ie received by which time the
Offiaé“will &mubtluss have glven the matter further consideration
Lo determine if grounds can be found to hold the land for the lIndiens.
Very Reﬂpaatruliy,

Speﬁial Iedlan

i
:
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